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SUBJECT: UPDATE ON KUWAIT HIJACK 
REF: KUWAIT 3747 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

1. AS OP 1630 LOCAL TIME JULY 9, THE HIJACKED KAC 
AIRCRAPT IS STILL AT KUWAIT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
AND NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE. THERE HAS BEEN 

NO REFUELLING BUT FOOD AND DRINK HAVE BEEN 
PROVIDED, ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS. ONE 
PRESS REPORT TO THE CONTRARY, IT APPEARS THAT NO 
PURTHER PASSENGERS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO DISEMBARK 
DURING THE LAST 12 HOURS. THE LOCAL AMBASSADOR OF 
THE PDRY IS PLAYING A PROMINENT ROLE IN THE GIVE 
AND TAKE, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. A BRITISH 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 03772 091447Z 

EMBASSY OPPICER, WHO IS IN THE CONTROL TOWER, 

WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH US DURING THE COURSE OP THE 
EVENING. 

2. AS THE KUWAIT AIRWAYS HIJACKING NEGOTIATIONS DRAG ON, 

CONTUSION HAS MOUNTED AS TO THE IDENTITY AND GROUP AFPILIATION 
OP THE HIJACKERS THEMSELVES. IT SEEMS PROBABLE, BASED 
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ON AVAILABLE INFORMATION, THAT, WHOEVER THEY ARE, 
HIJACKER MOTIVATION MAY HAVE HAD MUCH TO DO WITH 
INTERNAL PALESTINIAN MOVEMENT RIVALRIES. 

3. AL-ANBA STORY NOTED SEPTEL LAID RESPONSIBILITY 

TO EATAH, AND ALLEGED COMMENTS OF "ABU THA'IR" ABOUT 
UNPOPULAR ACT AGAINST HIS MEN BY PLA COMMANDER 
AND DEMAND THAT ARAFAT AND ABU AL-HUL (PROBALY 
HA IL ABD AL-HAMID, A FATAH INTELLIGENCE LEADER) 

MEET PLANE IN DAMASCUS. THERE IS AN OVERALL FATAH 
"REJECTIONIST" TINGE TO THE STATEMENTS. OTHER 
RECENT REPORTING ON NEW STRESSES BETWEEN FATAH 
"RIGHT" AND "REJECTIONIST" WINGS LENDS CREDENCE TO 
THE THEORY THAT THE OPERATION MAY HAVE BEEN 
A PUBLIC RELATIONS EFFORT ON THE PART OF FATAH 
ANTI-RIGHTISTS. 

4. AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, WE NOTE MENA STORY 
ALLEGING THAT HIJACK LEADER IS ONE ABU SATD, A 
PFLP/GENERAL COMMAND OFFICER. FATAH RESPONSIBILITY 
IS DISCLAIMED. THE KNOWN CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN GENERAL COMMAND AND SYRIA WOULD SEEM TO 
MILITATE AGAINST THIS, UNLESS SOMEBODY CAN 

FIGURE OUT WHY THE SYRIANS WOULD WANT A HIJACKING 
AT THIS STAGE. WE WOULD TEND TOWARD ANALYSIS THAT 
THIS REPORT REPRESENTS A FATAH EFFORT TO PLACE 
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BLAME ENTIRELY OUTSIDE ITS ORGANIZATION. 

5. KUWAITI LEADERS CANNOT BUT BE ANGUISHED BY 
THEIR FORCED INVOLVEMENT IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE 
AN INTRA-PALESTINIAN QUARREL, ESPECIALLY ONE WHICH 
HAS JEOPARDIZED THE SAFETY OF KUWAITI VIP'S ABOARD 
THE AIRCRAFT - THERE IS ONE REPORT THAT THE 
KUWAITI CROWN PRINCE'S FINANCIAL ADVISOR IS A 
PASSENGER, ALONG WITH KUWAITI AMBASSADOR LEBANON 
BUAYJAN. KUWAITI LEADERS NO DOUBT ARE ALSO AWARE 
OF KEEN INTEREST ON THE PART OF THE LARGE 
PALESTINIAN MINORITY HERE IN THIS INCIDENT 

IN HOW IT WILL BE RESOLVED. 

MAESTRONE 
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